
Swindon Bats Sports and Social Club – Sporting Competitions Policy
1. Purpose and Overview
This policy outlines Swindon Bats position on the organisation, funding, conduct, and participation in all sporting competitions (including local league matches and British Blind Sport/BBS national finals). It aims to ensure fair access, clear financial guidelines, and the safety and well being of all players, volunteers, and supporters.
2. Competition Funding and Subsidies
Swindon Bats aims to support members participating in competitive sports while managing charitable funds responsibly.
Funded Roles: For official away competitions and BBS finals, Swindon Bats will primary prioritise funding for:
Official registered Players.
One Volunteer Pin Spotter per team (where required for adapted sports like bowling).
Discretionary Subsidies: Depending on available charity funds and annual budget allocations, Swindon Bats may or may not fully or partially subsidise accommodation, travel, and presentation meal costs. All subsidies are subject to committee review and approval prior to each event.
Helpers and Carers: Swindon Bats does not routinely fund additional personal helpers or carers. If a member requires dedicated assistance for medical conditions or personal care to access a competition beyond what a volunteer pin spotter or coach/referee provides, the member must arrange and fund their own sighted helper/carer (including transport, accommodation, and meals).
3. Safeguarding, Health, and Risk Assessments
Assistance Needs: If a member requires practical care and assistance over and above standard volunteer support (such as pin spotting or general sighted guiding), the Safeguarding Lead will conduct a risk assessment for committee consideration.
High Risk Considerations: If the risk assessment highlights medium or high risk factors regarding independent safety or support, the member will be required to provide their own dedicated personal helper in order to attend. In exceptional cases where risks remain particularly high, a committee discussion will take place to determine the suitability and safety of the member’s participation.
4. Reserve Players
To relieve scheduling pressure on committee members and manage travel expenditure, the following rules apply to reserve players:
Nominated Reserves: Players must explicitly nominate themselves as specific reserve players for their league team. Reserve players agree to play during local league matches (helping meet minimum game requirements and covering planned absences) but understand they will not automatically travel to away competitions or finals if the team qualifies.
Travel Exceptions: If an away competition requires a reserve player due to unforeseen circumstances, the committee will evaluate whether the club is in a financial position to cover part or all of their attendance costs. Where possible, reserve players attending competitions should share accommodation with other Bats members to keep costs minimal.
5. Code of Conduct, Transport, and Substance Rules
All players, volunteers, reserves, and supporters representing Swindon Bats at competitions or travelling to/from events must adhere strictly to the club’s conduct guidelines:
External Rules: Members and volunteers must abide by all rules set by external venues, competition organisers, and transport providers.
Alcohol and Substance Restrictions:
Bringing personal alcohol onto group transport (such as coaches or buses) or consuming alcohol to excess during competitions, activities, or travel is strictly prohibited.
While members and volunteers may enjoy a moderate, responsible social drink in designated settings (such as an evening team meal or pub visit forming part of the itinerary), excessive drinking or private drinking on transport is forbidden.
Possessing or using illicit substances at any competition or club-organised trip is strictly prohibited.
Sanctions: Any individual found in violation of these conduct rules faces the risk of suspension from current and future competition activities, with the duration of the suspension to be determined by the committee.
6. Volunteer Support and Mileage Expenses
Volunteers attending competitions are invaluable to the team’s success and are expected to follow the Swindon Bats Volunteer Policy.
Role Expectations: Volunteers provide sporting assistance (e.g., pin spotting, scorekeeping, sighted guiding) and social support, but are not expected to provide personal or medical care.
General Travel Mileage: Volunteers using their own vehicles to support competition travel can claim reimbursement.
VIP Member Transport Support (Out of Town Competitions): If a volunteer drives specifically to collect a VIP (visually impaired) member from their home to transport them to an out of town competition (acting in a carer/driver capacity) and back, they can claim 45 pence per mile.
Note: This rate covers the journey from the volunteer’s home to the member’s house, onward to the venue, and back home. It does not apply to carers who live in the same household as the member.
All mileage claims must be submitted to the Treasurer with journey details.
Reviewed / Adopted: October 2026
Date of next revision: October 2027
Responsibility of:  Chairperson


